IET Communications

Special issue
Call for Papers

Be Seen. Be Cited.
Submit your work to a new
IET special issue

Read more

[—
I [— I The Institution of
== Engineering and Technology


https://ietresearch.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/showCampaignLink?uri=uri%3A8353b040-3512-474c-905d-61af9964ded6&url=https%3A%2F%2Fietresearch.onlinelibrary.wiley.com%2Fhub%2Fjournal%2F17518636%2Fhomepage%2Fcfp%3Futm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Ddartads%26utm_content%3DIET_ePDF_call_for_papers_feb23%26utm_term%3DCOM&pubDoi=10.1049/cmu2.12599&viewOrigin=offlinePdf

Received: 11 April 2022 Revised: 4 January 2023

Accepted: 2 March 2023

'.) Check for updates

| IET Communications

DOI: 10.1049 /cmu2.12599

ORIGINAL RESEARCH

[
- The Institution of
I | T En(geinr::e:i:\lggr;g Technology WI LEY

Spectrum sharing mechanisms in the unlicensed band:

Performance limit and comparison

Yingqi Lin'

!School of Electronics and Communication
Engineeting, Shenzhen Campus of Sun Yat-sen
University, Guangdong, China

2School of Electronic Information and
Communications, Huazhong University of Science
and Technology, Wuhan, China

3School of Electrical and Information Engineering,
Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou, China

Correspondence

Xinghua Sun, School of Electronics and
Communication Engineering, Shenzhen Campus of
Sun Yat-sen University, Guangdong 518107, China.

Email: sunxinghua@mail.sysu.edu.cn

Funding information

Key-Area Research and Development Program of
Guangdong Province, Grant/Award Number:
2019B010158001; National Natural Science
Foundation of China, Grant/Award Numbers:
61972172, 62001524, 61801433; Key Research and
Development Project of Hubei Province,
Grant/Award Numbers: 2020BAA02,
2021EHBO015; Shenzhen Science and Technology
Program, Grant/Award Number: No.
RCBS20210706092408010; Science and Technology
Planning Project of Henan Province, Grant/Award
Number: 222102210278

1 | INTRODUCTION

| Xinghua Sun' ©® |

Yayu Gao® | Wen Zhan' | YitongLi’

Abstract

Deploying networks in unlicensed spectrum has been drawing significant attention, which
serves to alleviate the increasing demands in licensed spectrum. However, the network
coexistence in unlicensed channel may lead to throughput degradation and unfairness. An
appropriate spectrum-sharing mechanism is therefore of great significance. In this paper,
we study the performance limit of two representative mechanisms used in the coexistence
with WiFi, including Duty Cycle (DC) and Listen-Before-Talk (LBT). In particular, both
the throughputs of the coexisting network and WiFi under two mechanisms are derived as
explicit expressions of system parameters, based on which the maximum total throughput
of the coexisting network and Wil is characterized under throughput fairness and 3GPP
fairness, respectively. A systematic comparison between the optimal throughput perfor-
mance of DC and LBT is conducted. It is found that if the coexisting network with LBT
occupies the channel for a large period each time it successfully accesses the channel, then
the maximum total throughput in LBT would be close to that in DC under both through-
put fairness and 3GPP fairness. The optimal settings for DC and LBT mechanisms to
achieve maximum total throughput are obtained, respectively, which sheds important light
on the design of fair and efficient spectrum-sharing protocols.

Sense Multiple Access with Collision Avoidance (CSMA/CA)
requites nodes to sense the channel before starting trans-

The drastic growth of mobile data traffic makes it hard for
licensed spectrum to satisfy the increasing demands. As a result,
the proposal to enable networks to operate simultaneously in
both licensed and unlicensed bands has attracted much atten-
tion [1]. The coexistence in unlicensed channel, nevertheless,
faces the problems of performance degradation and unfairness
due to the spectrum sharing. A proper mechanism is therefore
of great significance to ensure an efficient and fair coexistence.

Currently, there are two main categories of spectrum-
sharing regulations to guarantee a fair coexistence in unlicensed
band, including Listen-Before-Talk (LBT) and Non-LBT. As
a representative mechanism in the first category, Carrier

missions, which is defined in ETSI EN 300 328 standard
[2] and EN 301 893 standard [3]. CSMA/CA is widely
adopted in practical networks including WiFi [4, 5], New
Radio-Unlicensed (NR-U) [6], MulteFire1.0, and LTE Licensed
Assisted Access (LTE-LAA) [7]. Non-LBT, on the other
hand, does not consider whether the channel is available
for transmissions. One of the representative mechanisms
is Duty Cycle (DC), with which the network schedules
its transmissions according to an alternation of ON and
OFF periods [8, 9]. As a mechanism without the require-
ment of sensing the channel before transmitting, DC mainly
targets at certain markets like USA, Korean, and India,
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whereas LBT is an approach that complies with global
regulation.

Since WiFi is the incumbent user of unlicensed band, there
have been extensive studies on how to coexist with the WiFi
network [10-18], which focused on the evaluation of through-
put and fairness performance. Intuitively, DC mechanism might
harm the performance of WiFi, since it is possible for the coex-
isting network to interrupt WiFi transmissions. In particular, it
was found in [19-21] that when LTE adopts the DC mecha-
nism, the coexistence is unfair to Wil'i as it would experience
performance degradation. As a result, LBT mechanism might
be preferred to alleviate the unfairness and throughput degrada-
tion issues as it requires to regulate the access based on channel
status. By mimicking WiFi distributed coordination function
(DCF) protocol, LBT provides an effective way to minimize
scheduling overhead instead of requiring centralized control.
Various studies, nevertheless, have presented inconsistent con-
clusions in terms of the performance comparison between DC
and LBT mechanisms. In particular, some studies claimed that
when LTE and WiFi achieve proportional fair throughput allo-
cation, the coexistence mechanism does not have an impact
on the Wili throughput while the LTE throughput varies with
the mechanism adopted [22, 23]. Yet, it remains unclear the
impact of coexistence mechanism on the throughput perfor-
mance of both networks as a whole. Others pointed out that
LBT outperforms DC since the Wil'i network can achieve bet-
ter throughput and latency performance[10, 24], but they did
not verify whether such conclusion still holds when the network
is optimized.

All of the aforementioned studies, nevertheless, evaluated
network performance given system parameters. In this way, the
comparison between DC and LBT mechanisms largely depends
on the parameter configuration, and inconsistent observations
might occur due to different settings. It is therefore neces-
sary to make a more sound comparison based on performance
limit, e.g;, the maximum total throughput under the fairness
constraint. In our previous work [25], an analytical model was
proposed for the coexisting network and WiFi, where base
stations (BSs) in the coexisting network adopt LBT mecha-
nism, based on which the optimal total throughput with fairness
constraints was further characterized. The optimal throughput
performance under DC mechanism, nevertheless, still remains
largely unknown. Such deficiency hinders a proper comparison
between two mechanisms, and also impedes the realization of a
fair and efficient coexistence.

In this work, we first characterize the throughputs of the
coexisting network and Wili when DC mechanism is adopted.
In order to achieve a fair coexistence, the throughput fair-
ness and 3GPP fairness are taken into account, respectively.
Throughput fairness is defined as the throughput ratio of
WiFi and coexisting network maintaining a certain value. On
the other hand, with 3GPP fairness, the WiFi throughput in
coexistence system is required to be no less than that in a
stand-alone WiFi network. Under these fairness constraints, the
maximum total throughput adopting DC mechanism is derived,
respectively. Together with the results in [25], we thus draw a
comparison between two coexistence mechanisms. It is found
that if the coexisting network occupies the channel for a large
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FIGURE 1  Scenario of the coexistence with a WiFi network.

petiod each time it successfully accesses the channel, the LBT
mechanism could reach an optimal total throughput comparable
to that with DC mechanism under both the throughput fairness
and 3GPP fairness.

The contributions of this paper are summarized as:

* We characterize the maximum total throughputs of the coex-
isting and WiFi networks under throughput fairness and
3GPP fairness as explicit expressions, respectively, which can
be achieved by jointly optimizing the system parameters of
two networks.

* Based on the optimal throughput performance under fairness
constraints, a comparison between DC and LBT mecha-
nisms is conducted. It is shown that when LBT mechanism
is adopted, a larger TXOP value, i.e., successful transmission
time of the coexisting network, can effectively increase the
maximum total throughput to a comparable level as that with
DC mechanism. Such observation sheds important light on
improving the coexistence performance in unlicensed band.

The rest of this paper is structured as follows: system model
and preliminary analysis are presented in Section 2. The maxi-
mum total throughput of the coexisting network and WiFi net-
work with throughput fairness constraint and that with 3GPP
fairness constraint are characterized in Section 3. In Section 4,
simulation results are given, and a comparison between DC and
LBT mechanisms is drawn. Section 5 presents the conclusion.

2 | SYSTEM MODEL AND
PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS

Consider the deployment scenario as Figure 1 shows, in which
the coexisting network is composed of one cellular base station
(BS) and #") — 1 User Equipments (UEs). As what we did in
previous work [25], here we consider that the coexisting net-
work operates in the frequency division duplex (FDD) mode.
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FIGURE 2  Graphic illustration of the channel with ON-OFF duty-cycling,

In particular, to cope with the shortage of licensed spectrum,
the coexisting network allocates its downlink transmissions to a
common unlicensed channel that the WiFi network uses, while
its uplink transmissions are supported by licensed channel.
Such allocation is introduced in 3GPP Release 13 [26], which
has been widely used in previous studies [27-36]. For Wil'i, on
the other hand, both the downlink and uplink transmissions are
considered, whetre one WiFi AP and #(") — 1 WiFi STAs make
transmissions according to the IEEE 802.11 DCF protocol.
Assume that each node (including WiFi AP and Wil'i ST'As) has
identical backoff parameters. A noiseless channel is considered,
and the classical collision model is adopted such that one
packet transmission can only be successful when there are no
simultaneous transmissions; otherwise, a collision would occur
and none of the packets can be successfully decoded. In this
paper, we use network throughput as the metric for efficiency,
which is defined as the long-term time fraction of the channel
that is used for successful packet transmissions.' In addition,
suppose that all nodes can sense the ongoing transmission
in unlicensed channel correctly based on the feedback from
receiver. A saturated situation is assumed, i.e., each node always
has packets to send.

In the following, protocol descriptions of the DC and
LBT mechanisms will be presented in detail, respectively. The
throughput performance of the coexisting network and WiFi
under these two mechanisms will be characterized as well.

2.1 | Duty cycle mechanism

Let us first consider the DC mechanism. The duty-cycling
approach alternates between ON and OFF periods, with which
the BS is allowed to transmit only during the ON period, and the
WiFi network, on the other hand, is left to transmit during the
OFF period, as illustrated in Figure 2. In particular, during the
ON period, BS would schedule its downlink transmissions to
UEs, while each node in WiFi would transmit its packets inde-
pendently following DCF protocol. Each Wili node can only

! In classical collision model where concurrent transmissions would lead to collisions, trans-
mission power of one node only affects its mean received signal-to-noise ratio (SNR), and
would not influence transmission outcomes of other nodes. If the power control is adopted
such that each node has an identical mean received SNR, then each node would have the
same transmission rate. And network sum rate can then be simply obtained as the product
of throughput and transmission rate, which is determined by the transmission power. In
this case, the network throughput and sum rate performance can be optimized simultane-
ously, indicating that the optimization results in terms of network throughput in this paper
can be applied if the goal is to maximize network sum rate.

start transmission when it has sensed the channel available for a
DCEF Interframe Space (DIFS) time. The WiFi therefore would
not transmit if it senses the BS is transmitting during this DIFS
time. On the other hand, without such requirement of waiting
for a certain period of time before transmission, BS can occupy
the channel for the whole ON period, thus avoiding WiFi to
access the channel [21, 33, 34]. As a result, no collision would
occur during BS transmissions.”

The duty cycle fraction, which is defined as the ratio of ON
period to one cycle period, is determined at the BS. Assume that
the duty cycle fraction is 3, i.e., a fraction B of time is assigned
to the BS and a fraction 1 — 8 of time is assigned to the WiFi
in each cycle. Since the MAC layer of DC is centralized, no col-
lisions would occut, and therefore the channel efficiency of BS
is 1. As the BS always has packets to send, the throughput of
the coexisting network in each cycle /Al((,]jf)’ DC, which is defined
as the fraction of time used for successful transmissions of the
coexisting network in each cycle, is given by

489, DC

ou =P M

For the WiFi network, on the other hand, when any node
has a fresh Head-of-Line (HOL) packet to transmit, it would
choose a value from {0, ..., W ")} at random, in which 7(")
represents the initial backoff window size. This value diminishes
by one at each idle time slot. When the counter counts down to
zero and the channel is idle, the node would make a transmission
request. Note that the transmission would fail if any other node
in the coexisting or WiFi networks transmits concurrently. After

the 7th failure, the backoff window size of WiFi becomes %(W7>.
Without loss of generality, it is assumed that

" = w0 wg). @

Normally, a cutoff phase is adopted in practice. Specifically,
w(@) = w®")yifi > KW in which K" represents the cut-
off phase of WiFi. With the widely adopted binary exponential
backoff, we have w(7) = min{2’, 28"}, i = 0,1, ...

The throughput of WiFi in each cycle, igﬁ? ne ,is defined as
the fraction of time that is used for successful transmissions of

2 Note that at the end of a duty cycle where there is a transition from OFF to ON period,
the transmission of WiFi nodes may be collided with BS’s, known as the “edge effect”.
The edge effect is marginal and can be ignored when the time length of each duty cycle is
sufficiently long.
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WiFi in each cycle. It can be derived based on the unified analyt-
ical framework for IEEE 802.11 DCF network in our previous
work [35, 36]. The main difference is that, in this circumstance
WiFi can only transmit in a fraction 1 — 8 of time, in which its

transmissions would not be affected by the coexisting network.
407, D¢
out

Because of this, should be multiplied by a factor of

1 — B, which is given by

~(A =By palnp,

w’/
o TF)PA Inp4

407, 0C _
14+ T — TFPA - <TT

out

E)

. . W .. .
inwhich T <T JandT F represent the successful transmission time

and the collision time of WiFi network. T gy/)

packet size, and the value of T, relies on the length of RTS
frame when RTS/CTS scheme is adopted. p 4 denotes the root
of a fixed-point equation of the limiting probability p that HOL
packets successfully transmit, which is derived as

is determined by

27"

p =expy—
1+ W<W)<L — (L - 1>(2 _ ZP)K(W')>

2p—1 2p—1

)

The total throughput of the coexisting network and WiFi
when adopting DC mechanism, A2$ | is the sum of the through-

puts of BS and WiFi network, which can be obtained as

spC _ A(BS),DC | (W), DC
/‘lout - /‘tout +Aout

(1- 5)7;[‘%17‘4 Inp 4

174
T+1p—Tppg— (T(f ) TF)PA Inpq

=p- )

according to (1) and (3). It can be seen that the total throughput
under DC mechanism is closely related to the duty cycle fraction
B and the number of nodes #")| the initial backoff window size
W) and the cutoff phase K" of WiFi.

2.2 | LBT mechanism

With LBT mechanism, the coexisting network makes transmis-
sions in a similar way to WiFi, i.e., the BS first sends a request
when it has packet to transmit and then waits for feedback to
see whether the channel is idle. As a result, the coexistence sce-
nario can be regarded as a coexistence of two groups where the
nodes in different groups may have different backoff and trans-

.o . BS
mission parameters. In particular, Tg. ) denotes the successful
transmission time of coexisting network, which is determined
by the value of TXODP, i.e., transmission opportunity, and 7y

represents the collision time of both the coexisting network
and WiFi.

According to 3GPP’ definition for LBT mechanism [26],
a BS with a fresh HOL packet would choose a value from
{0, ..., WY at random, in which 7 denotes the initial
backoff window size of coexisting network. When the counter
counts down to zero and the channel is idle, the BS would make
a transmission request. After the /th failure, the backoff window

size of coexisting network becomes W[.(B'T) . We assume that
(BS) ¢ .
w7, = B9 L), (6)

where {(7) = ¢(KP)Yif i > KB and K is the cutoff phase
of the coexisting network.

In our previous work [25], the throughput performance of
the network coexistence under LBT mechanism has been char-
acterized. The Wili throughput includes the uplink throughput
of all WiFi STAs and the downlink throughput of AP, which is
obtained as [25]

~(W), LBT
AU\.I(

W) v 13
B _TT p(w ) In /)<B‘>

- BS’ ) BS) W - S’
Uz () = 1) 89 =270 — (2] — 2 ) p) 1 09

U

in which pB% and p") refer to the probabilities that HOL
packets successfully transmit given that the channel is idle of
coexisting network and Wili, respectively. For the coexisting
network, on the other hand, as we only consider the down-
link transmissions of BS in the common unlicensed channel, its
throughput equals the throughput of BS in the downlink, which
is given by

49, 18T

out

(BS) . ”
78 (85— p00)

- BS - BS) iy w - -
1+715+ (T(/- ) —TF)])(HD — T‘(r >p(” ) — (T(r ) _ TF)/)(L! ) In p(59)

®)

3 | FAIRNESS CONSTRAINED
MAXIMUM THROUGHPUT

One of the most crucial issues of coexisting networks with WiFi
in unlicensed spectrum is how to maintain harmonious coex-
istence. A common sense in the industry is that new user in
unlicensed band should carefully select its access mechanism as
well as access parameters to guarantee a certain fairness con-
straint with the WiFi network. Different notions of fairness
have been considered for the network coexistence in unlicensed
band. In this study, we consider two widely adopted concepts—
throughput fairness and 3GPP fairness—as the indications of
fair coexistence, respectively. In the following, we will optimize
the total throughput of the coexisting network and WiFi under
fairness constraints.

85UB01 7 SUOLULLOD @A) 3[cedldde auy Ag peuenob ae sajoiie YO ‘SN JO Sa|nI o} Akeidi8UlJUO AB]IAA UO (SUONIPUOO-PUR-SLUIB)WIOY A8 | 1M Ale.dl U [Uo//Sciy) SUORIPUOD pue swe 1 84y 88S *[£202/20/82] uo AkeiqiTauliuo A8|im ‘AiseAlun ueusBuoyz Aq 6652T ZNWO/6Y0T OT/I0PA0D" AB 1M AleIq 1 U JUO" Y Jeasa.ie //:SANY Wolj papeo|umod ‘g ‘€202 ‘9898TSLT



LIN ET AL.

1003

3.1 | Throughput fairness

Since two networks coexist in the unlicensed spectrum as

two separate systems, the concept of “throughput fairness” is

defined at the network level as the throughput ratio of Wil‘i and
3(7)

out

coexisting network maintaining a target value y, i.e., = =¥,
out

where the value of ¥ can be selected according to the require-
ment in practical systems. Let /T;ax denote the maximum total
throughput under the throughput fairness constraint by opti-
mally tuning the access parameters of coexistence system, which
is given by

M= max Aou ©)
W) network parameter
A(W)
Ao
5.t. ,iw-“) =Y. (10)

out

The tuning parameter of WiFi is its initial backoff window
size. On the other hand, the tuning parameter of the coex-
isting network is determined by the mechanism it chooses. In
the following subsections, we will present solutions to the opti-
mization problem in (9)-(10) for DC and LBT mechanisms,
respectively.

3.1.1 | Duty cycle mechanism

With DC mechanism, the tuning parameter of the coexisting
network is the duty cycle fraction 8. The optimization problem
in (9)-(10) can then be rewritten as

I\y’ Z)C A .

Ao = S AL (11
A(W), DC

t Ao _ 12

5.t i(B.?),DC =y. (12)

out

The following theorem presents the solution to (11) and (12), in
which the maximum total throughput of the coexistence system,
the corresponding optimal duty cycle fraction and optimal initial
backoff window size of WiFi are given.

Theorem 1. With DC mechanism, the optimal total throughput of the
coexcisting network and Wili under the throughput fairness can be written
as

)
47:DC _ 1+n7,

max - >

(1 + ]/)T([WI) +yTtp —ﬁ -1
0

(13)

T+t

which is achieved when the duty cycle fraction is set to be

" _
tr WO( f(1+1/T1-'>>

_ ) _ Y
YTr ((1 +7)T, J/TF>W0< €<1+1/ffr)>
(14)

ﬁy, DC —

and the initial backoff window size of each Wil'i link is adjusted to be

207) 4 1n ",

W V), DC ,
(15)

where p, = —(1 + 1/rF)w0(—m).

Proof. See Section A. O

It is shown in (13) that with throughput fairness constraint,
the maximum total throughput in DC mechanism, /All};’afc, is
solely determined by the target throughput ratio ¥ and the
successful transmission time and collision time of the WiFi

network, 7, and 7.

3.1.2 | LBT mechanism

When it comes to LBT mechanism, the tuning parameter of
coexisting network then becomes the initial backoff window
size W%, Therefore, the optimization problem in (9)-(10) can
be rewritten as

AV.LBT _ S LBT
/‘tmax - W/(U%l,aé(lﬂ) A()ut (1 6)
/z{(W’), LBT
out _

out

According to our previous study [25], the maximum total

throughput is given by
)
n - 1+ T-
et L SNE)
O e 0 i < T A O W
— 0 I pr(B9) T F

where p*#) is the single root of

BS BS )
_ yf(r >TFP(BS) + yT(T )(1 +T)0+ lnP(BS)) _ T(T

19)
(1 +7x)(n pP)2 =0,
and p"") is derived as
(BS) _y,(B5)
T
P = (55? T (f; ) ) (20)
yt, =1, lnph B9
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/Tr};i‘\w can be reached when the initial backoff window size of Throughput of BS: iélﬁig)ywm

BS is tuned to be

e gm‘)

_TFIW In (59)

v(BS) = S
. Y
T2 (1= ) ¢y

1)

and the initial backoff window size of each WiFi link is tuned to
be

24W)
—lnp B

wr-W) = - .
Yo (1= ) w(i)

(22)

3.2 | 3GPP fairness

To protect the throughput performance of Wili when LTE
shares a same unlicensed channel with it, 3GPP has proposed
a definition for coexistence fairness in [26]. Particularly, here we
adjust the concept to fit the scenario considered in this papet,
and therefore 3GPP fairness means that the coexisting network
should not influence Wili throughput more than if it were a
WiFi. As Figure 3 illustrates, we consider the scenario of a coex-
isting network and WiFi 1, and the scenario of a stand-alone
WiFi network consisting of WiFi 1 and WiFi 2. To guarantee
that the coexisting network would not harm the throughput per-
formance of WiFi 1 more than WiFi 2, 3GPP fairness is defined
as

A(I7) ~(W1)
Aout,BS+\X’iFi = ﬂ'nut,\‘(r’iFi+WiFi‘ 23)

To ensure that (23) can always hold, it is requited that

(1) ~(I1) . .

out BS4WiF = Max ﬂ.om’mpi +wip Should be reached, in which
~(P1) . . g

maxA, i 18 the optimal throughput of Wiki 1 in

stand-alone WiFi network. Assume that WiFi 1 and WiFi 2
adopt the same parameter configuration, and they are able to
sense the transmissions of each other. Then the throughput
of each link in WiFi 1 is the same as that in WiFi 2. The
total number of links in WiFi 1 is equivalent to #"), and we
denote the total number of links in WiFi 2 as 7. We then
have

207

A =1 (24)

max NE—— —
out, WiFi+Wili 27 + ‘max, WikFi+Wiki»

where A wiki4wir 1S the maximum total throughput of the
stand-alone WiFi network, which is given by

_ A1) ~(W2)
max, Wili+WiFi = Max </10ut,\‘cm+\>c'im /‘l()ut,\X"iFi+\X'iFi - (29

~

Denote the ratio between the number of links in WiFi 1 and that
in WiFi 2 as 1, i.e., = #") /n,. The 3GPP fairness can then

N
5 A

base station

Throughput of WiFi: A

‘out,BS+WiFi

(a)

Throughput of WiFi 2: A

out, WiFi+WiFi

®
8
3 -
o5 o
o~ ‘&/ -

Throughput of WiFi 1: ﬂ&t&aﬁ‘wm

(b)

FIGURE 3 3GPP fairness illustration.

be guaranteed if

() ~(I1) I/
out BS+WiEi = MAX Ay i wie = n+ 1/1max,\><’iFi+\X’iFi-

(26)
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Let 3G represent the maximum total throughput of the

coexisting network and WiFi under the 3GPP fairness, and
therefore the constrained optimization problem is written as

G = max Aot @7

‘max w
W W) network parameter

10" > 2 i v (28)

5. out BSHWiFi = 3y *max WiFi+WiFi

In the following, we will give the solutions to the optimization
problem in (27)-(28) under DC and LBT mechanisms, respec-
tively.

3.21 | Duty cycle mechanism

Firstly, consider the stand-alone WiFi network, whose maxi-
mum throughput can be given by

—_" __

Ir WO( e(1+1/rf.-)>
(" _ '

tr <T7‘ TF>W°< e(1+1/TF)>

With DC mechanism, the tuning parameter of the coexist-
ing network is duty cycle fraction, 8. Therefore, the constrained
optimization problem in (27)-(28) can be rewritten as

Aas, WiFi4+ WiFi = - (29

S3GPP,DC _ e
max = max out (30)
W/Gp),ﬁ
207,.0C 13 .
2. out,BS+Wili — ” +1 max, WiFi+WiFi+ ( )

The solution to problem in (30)-(31) is presented in the fol-
lowing theorem. Besides, the corresponding optimal duty cycle
fraction and initial backoff window size of WiFi are also given
as explicit expressions.

Theorem 2. With DC mechanism, the maximum total throughput of
the coexcisting network and Wil under 3GPP fairness is given by

33GPP,DC _
max -
(W) 1
Y +1 fr WO( f(1+1/TF)>
yPe  np+1 w) 1 ’
Tp — (T.[ — T]T)WO —m
(32)
where yPC is derived as
—n") __
. Ntz WO( e(1+1/rf)>
y = (33)

() _ R
tr (TT TF>WO< e(1+1/T1—)>

53GPP,DC .
Aax is achieved when the duty cycle fraction is set to be

™ __
Ir WO( e<1+1/rp)>

DO+ pcN W) _ L pe ) N ,
Yty ((1+7 )Tyt W()< e<1+1/rp>>
(34)

and the initial backoff window size of each Wil'i link is tuned to be

BICEPDC -

, 1
*(W) — _ .
4 - +,3GPP
InpA
2 aw) +1n p* ,3GPP (35)
*3GPP *,3GPP ’
P P JBGPP
(s (3 - 1) e-27)
3CPP
wberepA —(1+1/t5)W, €<1+1/TF)).
Proof: See Section B. |
3.2.2 | LBT mechanism

When adopting LBT mechanism, the tuning parameter of the
coexisting network becomes its initial backoff window size. The
optimization problem in (27)-(28) can then be rewritten as

~3GPP,LBT
e = max AT (36)

’ (7)1 (55)

A7), LBT n 4
st oULBSAWiFi = 7 17 mas Wi Wi @37

According to our previous work [25], with LBT mechanism,
the maximum total throughput of the coexisting network and
WiFi under 3GPP fairness is obtained as

23GPPLBT
A

‘max

BT n T{/i_l"i
i e e ()
(1+1/TR)
(B o (B9 (38)
= if T 2Ty
w)
7
RN <—WI' (—7((“'1/11 ’>—1)
otherwise,
where 87 is the single root of
(BS) BS B5) _ (W’) L(BS
A+1p+ @, =)y, =1, Inph D)

(BY)
py J(BS) In py L(BS)
(BS)
+ TT— l (T([Y/) f N
InpB)  n .
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< ! ! 1 Duty Cyel
X —(77+1)-W5 <——>—1>>, (39) uty Lycle
. — lys
{3(1 + l/Tl‘) A Z?;Lﬁ?tsion
_(BS) . . LBT C 1 A
and the threshold T;{ﬁ) is the single root of — an:ljliis
O simulation
(BS) —n (B (BS) o — SO%
14+ 7_'[_. + (TT — T[_,)py 7,(BS) _ TT py 7,(W) Q\\\\\ %2
_py=;7,(W/) lnpy=;7,(B.y) AN _ ///

= L e~ o () -
_77<TT +TF< (1 + W < e(1+1/TF)> l>>’

(40)

where /=755 and p=7("") are obtained by substitutingy = 7
into (19) and (20), respectively. i;ffp’[‘” can be reached if the

initial backoff window size of BS is tuned to be

17 3GPP.BS)
zyuﬁfglf\)
w) :rLBT BS +1
-t In pr=r="0.(59) e (BS) _(BS)
= - - - - ift,” >17, (41)
Z‘ Up}/:yl‘B/',(BA)(l _p}’=}’1‘3r,(B.§)) g(z)
i=
o0 otherwise,

and the initial backoff window size of each WiFi link is tuned to
be

W7 3GPPP)
2,7
—In p=rtBLE) i T(B.S) > 7'__(}?.8)
L LBT (I —LBT gy - ro="r
D e SR 0 42)
2o
_— otherwise,
T (1=4) @)

where p/ =159 and p}':wa’(W) are obtained by substituting
v =" into (19) and (20), respectively, and p* is given by

1
p* = —(1 + 1/TF)WO<—m>. (43)

4 | SIMULATION RESULTS AND
DISCUSSIONS

In previous section, the throughput performance of the coex-
istence system under DC and LBT mechanisms has been
discussed respectively, based on which the maximum total
throughputs under the fairness constraints in two mech-
anisms are further obtained. In the following, simulation
results will be presented to validate the accuracy of preceding
analysis.

Figure 4a illustrates the throughputs of the coexisting net-

work and Wik, léﬁi‘) and /1&?, in DC and LBT mechanisms,
respectively. Case 1 and Case 2 of LBT have different back-
off schemes as Case 1 adopts constant backoff window size

while Case 2 adopts binary exponential backoff. When LBT

LBT Case2

—--—-— analysis
% simulation

256 512 1024

i
0.95

Shicsk

0.9

j’out

0.85
Duty Cycle LBT
analysis —-—-— analysis
A simulation % simulation
0.8 . . . . . .
8 16 32 64 128 256 512 1024
W)
(b)

initial backoff window size of WiFi network 7). ™) = ¢

ours versus 7)o

FIGURE 4 Throughput performance of coexistence system. (a) The
throughputs of the coexisting network and WiFi, /i((ﬁ:) and ig’:), versus the
@ = 100,
5 =10,and #) = 20. W7 = W) . (i), in which w(;) = min{2,
21‘,('”} and K) = 6. For DC mechanism, 8 = 0.4. For LBT mechanism,
W, = w9 . ¢ (i) where 7B = 32and ¢ (i) = 1in Case 1; W5 = 32,
¢(i) = min{2/, 2K “01 and K9 = 6 in Case 2. (b) The total throughput of the
coexisting network and WiFi, 4, 5[4}7) =100, 7 = 10 and
w7 =20, w7, ") = W) - (i) where () = minf2', 2"} and K = 6.
For DC mechanism, 8 = 0.4. For LBT mechanism, IVZ.(B‘Y) =B . {(i), in
which ¢ (7) = min{2’, 28} and KB = 6.

mechanism is adopted, it is cleatly shown in Figure 4a that as
the initial backoff window size of WiFi ") increases, the
WiFi throughput decreases while the BS throughput increases
in both Case 1 and 2. It can also be observed that the WiFi
throughput in Case 2 is always higher than that in Case 1. Note
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---- analysis - —— analysis
[©) simulation % simulation
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10' 107 10° 10*
(BS)

T

FIGURE 5 The maximum total throughput of the coexisting network
and WiFi under the throughput fairness constramt ﬂ.m\, versus the successful

transmission time of the coexisting network T'J‘ (m unit of time slots). The
throughput ratio constraint ¥ is set to be 0.5, 1, and 10, respectively.

w7 =100, 7 = 10 and #™) = 20. W™ = W) - (i), in which
(i) = min{2/, 28"} and K = 6. In LBT mechanism,
W, = B9 ¢ (i) where ¢ (i) = min{2/, 2™} and KB = 6.

that in Case 2, the backoff window of BS will be enlarged after
collisions, which alleviates the contention from the coexisting
network, thus leading to a better performance of WiFi and a
worse performance of BS. Figure 4a also shows that with DC
mechanism, the throughput of BS does not vary with the change
of W), This is because at this time, the throughput of the
coexisting network only depends on the duty cycle fraction, 3,
as (1) presents. Simulation results are in good agreement with
the analysis.

Figure 4b presents the total throughput of the coexisting net-
work and WiFi, /i(,ut, in DC and LBT mechanisms, respectively.
In particular, the successful transmission time of the coexisting

(B5)

network, T, is tuned to have different values in order to illus-

. BS
trate the influence of T(T )

on coexistence system. As depicted
in Figure 4b, when it comes to the coexistence scenario that is
not optimized, both DC and LBT mechanisms have their own

advantages, which relies on the selection of the initial backoff
window size of WiFi I7(") and 7' With a small 70", the

total throughput in DC, /1011t , is larger than the total through-
put in LBT, A28 When W ") 1s enlarged, however, A257

out out

gradually becomes larger than AP and the crossing point is

out >

greatly affected by the value of T(T ) Therefore, by carefully

tuning W) and ‘L'(Il.m, LBT mechanism can reach a better
performance compared with DC mechanism.

Figure 5 illustrates the maximum total throughput of the
coexisting network and Wili under the throughput fairness
constraint, lqu, where the target throughput ratio y is set to

be 0.5, 1, and 10, respectively. It is shown that as ¥ gets larger,

the optimal total throughput in DC becomes smaller. Intuitively,
with a larger ¥, more time is allocated to WiFi transmissions, and
thus more collisions might occur as there are multiple nodes
in the WilFi network. As a result, the overall performance of
the coexistence system would be impaired. We can also observe
that the maximum total throughput in DC mechanism keeps
the same without regard to successful transmission time of

(55)

coexisting network 7, °, while the optimal total throughput

increases as T (B5) increases in LBT mechanism. It is indicated

T
in Figure 5 that the maximum total throughput in DC is larger
than that in LBT, and the gap becomes smaller only when 7 f/{ﬂ)
gets larger.

In fact, we can prove that the maximum total throughputs

with the throughput fairness constraint of DC and LBT tend to
(B)

be the same when 7."" — 00. In particular, the maximum total

throughput in LBT mechanism would be influenced by T( 2

according to (18). As ‘L'g{m

throughput in LBT is given by

— 00, the limit of the maximum total

w)
. AyLBT _ A+y)T,
(BIXI)H’I max - ’
T, o0 7
! (1+y)T(TW>+yTF ;1—1
—Wo(—W)
¢ TF)

(44)

which is equal to the maximum total throughput in DC mech-
anism, as (13) shows. Therefore, under the throughput fairness,
a higher optimal total throughput can be reached when DC
mechanism is adopted, i.e.,

,DC LBT
A = Moo (45)

max

(BS)

where the equivalence can be achieved if and only if 7. — oo.
Figure 6 presents the maximum total throughput of the
coexisting network and WilFi under the 3GPP fairness, A6

max >
where the ratio between the number of links in WiFi 1 and that
in WiFi 27 is set to be 0.5, 1, and 2, respectively. It is shown that

i : . 33GPP,DC
the maximum total throughput in DC mechanism A,

becomes smaller as 7) gets larger. In fact, a larger 7) represents
that WiFi 1 takes a larger proportion in the stand-alone WiFi
network, and thus the WiFi throughput in coexistence system
~(W),DC
out,BS+WiFi o N
result, the coexisting network faces fiercer competition, and
~(BS),DC
A
out,BS+WiFi
outweighs the improvement of

A3GPP,DC
resulting in a decreasing trend of A; .y as

is required to be higher according to (23). As a

therefore the throughput of BS decreases. The

L £(BS),DC
deterioration of /10ut BS+WiL

~(W),DC
out,BS+WiFi>
7) increases.
Moreover, it is indicated in both Figure 6 and (38) that

when the successful transmission time of coexisting network

T, () is below the threshold T (BY),

put in LBT Afnffp BT does not vary with 7, ", which equals

to the maximum total throughput of stand alone WiFi net-
(BS) _ ~(BS)
7 <Tp

the optimal initial backoff window size of coexisting network

the maximum total through-

(BS)

work A wiri+wir according to (29). When T
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FIGURE 6 The maximum total throughput of the coexisting network

and WiFi under the 3GPP fairness constraint, ﬂ. versus the successful

ma\ >
transmission time of the coexisting ncmork ‘L' (m unit of time slots). ) is set
to be 0.5, 1, and 2, respectively. ‘L’ =100,7; = 10 and (") = 20.

") = W) - w (), in which () = minf2/, 2"} and K" = 6. In LBT
B = B9 . ¢ (i), where ¢ (7) = min{2/, 2K ““J} and KB9 = 6,

mechanism, IV,

W3IBS goes to infinity, and thus only WiFi links can access

the channel. When 7 gBj) > _@ ) , as Figure 0 illustrates, the max-
imum total throughput in LBT mechanism increases with the

(BS)
. T . . . .
put fairness constraint, the maximum total throughput in DC is

increment of T..°. Similar to the observation under through-

larger than that in LBT, and the gap becomes smaller only when
T ,(]{%) gets larger.

Likewise, it can be proved that the maximum total through-
put under the 3GPP fairness in DC and that in LBT tend to

BS . BS
be the same as T(T ) 5 0. In particular, when T(T )

maximum total throughput in LBT can be written as

— 00, the

1+ lim_ss LBET
lim  A3CPPLBT _ e !
B9 lim s ™7 147
T r
; 46)
) (
Tr
(W> welf oty
+ TF( Wo < B(1+1/T1,)> 1>
where the limit of y/#7 as Tgm — o0 is given by
w) 1
-nT W\ -
A L ntr O( e(1+1/1’p)>
Jim yHT = . @D
T, =00 (T( ) _ TF)W I
O\ ea+t/m

according to (39). By comparing (47) with (33), it can be found
that limr(z;.s‘)_)oo y! BT = yPC Therefore, we have
T

33GPP,DC 23 PP LBT
A > 1

max

, (48)

according to (32) and (46), where the equivalence can be

achieved if and only if ‘L'( RN 0.

From previous dlscusswns, we know that LBT could reach
a comparable optimal throughput performance to that of

DC when ‘L'g{m — 00. The reason lies in the MAC pro-
tocol of coexisting network, which refers to the difference
between the centralized MAC with DC mechanism and the
random access with LBT mechanism. With random access
based protocol, Wil'i network inevitably encounters collisions
from the contention-based transmissions of the coexisting
network, which thus leads to throughput degradation. With
T 5{3 RN 0o in LBT mechanism, the coexisting network occupies
the channel for an infinite long period each time it success-
fully accesses the channel, which is asymptotically equivalent
to the duty cycle case. This accounts for the observations
that under both throughput fairness and 3GPP fairness con-

straints, the optimal total throughput in LBT would get close

to that in DC as T(TB‘T)

countries where LBT mechanism is mandatory and required,

— 00. Therefore, in the regions and

selecting a larger TXOP value can be an effective method to
improve the optimal throughput performance of coexistence
system.

5 | CONCLUSION

In this paper, we study the performance limit of DC and
LBT mechanisms to achieve an efficient and fair coexis-
tence in unlicensed channel. The maximum total throughputs
under throughput fairness and 3GPP fairness with DC mecha-
nism adopted ate obtained as explicit expressions, respectively.
By comparing the optimal throughput performance of DC
and LBT mechanisms, it is indicated that TXOP value plays
a pivotal role in the evaluation. In particular, with a large
TXOP value, the gap between DC and LBT mechanisms
in terms of maximum total throughput with fairness con-
straint becomes marginal. In other words, if the TXOP
value is appropriately tuned, then LBT mechanism is capa-
ble of achieving a comparable performance limit to that with
DC mechanism.

For the future work, it is meaningful to extend our proposed
analytical framework to the case with capture model. The col-
lision model considered in this work can be overly pessimistic
in practice, since it rules out the possibility of concurrent trans-
missions. The capture model, on the other hand, allows multiple
simultaneous transmissions to succeed as long as the received
signal-to-interference-plus-noise ratio (SINR) exceeds a certain
threshold. In such circumstance, transmission power plays a
paramount role in network performance, since the transmission
power of one node not only affects its transmission rate, but also
influences the transmission outcomes of other nodes. In this
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case, network sum rate could be a2 more reasonable metric for
efficiency, which is given as the product of network throughput
and transmission rate. A fair and efficient coexistence can then
be achieved by adjusting transmission power and other relevant
system parameters.
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APPENDIX A: PROOF OF THEOREM 1
Progf. By combining (1), (3), and (5), the optimization problem
of (11)-(12) can be written as

,DC
Al = max

ax (1+7)-B (A1)
W), g

st B= L . (A2

v

1+TI’_T[-'/’A_(T§‘ ) —t)palnpa
. ) +1
—Ty Pa Inp,y

To maximize /ID is equivalent to maximize 8. Let f(p4) =

1+rv—rv,—f —‘r- In .
L ,/g F)PA PA. For this problem, we make use of
[ palnpy
the ﬁrst order derivative, and derive the optimum by letting

W(PA) <
dp4

—(1+

the derivative equal to 0. It can be easily shown that

d f(P/I)

0 if py < p*, an >01pr > p*,, where p*, =

18 e single root o cre-
) is the singl £ 400 — o

1/t
[T)Wo (= (1+1/ i

fore, f(p4) is m1n1m1zed when p4 = p* "> and the minimum
value is given by

w) _ W) _ 1
/Ty (1 /Ty )W°< e(1+1/rf)>

_W()(_;)
e(141/75)
(A3)

(14) can then be obtained by combining (A3) and (A2). Sub-
stituting (14) into (A1) leads to (13). (15) can be derived by
combining p 4 = p* and (4). O

min f(p.4) =

APPENDIX B: PROOF OF THEOREM 2

Progf. The proof of Theorem 2 builds upon Theorem 1. In par-
ticular, consider the coexistence scenario that one BS shares the
unlicensed channel with WiFi network. Denote the ratio of WiFi
throughput to BS throughput as 7, i.e.,

3 ()
out,BS+WiFi
T A8 ) B1)

out, BS+WiFi

Then the optimization problem can be given by

43GPP,DC 10C
A = max max /151{ B2)
y  wipg
Y apc
s.z. Amax WiFi+WiFi» (BB)

)/+1 our _7]+1

where /lout denotes the total throughput of the coexisting net-

apc _ 3() 3 (BS)
work and WIFI 16 /10‘-‘t Aout BS+WiFi Aout BS+WiFi* Note

that in Theorem 1, given throughput ratio ¥, the maximum total

0.9r

3 y,DC
ﬂ’max

0.7

“max, WiFi+WiFi

* denotes —1— 1
n+1

0% i
0.3
0.2

0.1

A denotes y”¢

. A
10° 10’ 10°
e

10"

FIGURE B1 /13;;3( and —Amax’ versus the throughput ratio y.
Tp =100andn = 1.
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i i ] i . . 47,DC 5 . . .
tbroughput is af:h}e.ved by optm?ally tuning the dAut.y cyd? fr.ac straint 2 AV2¢ > L A WiFiwirs i equivalent to y > yPe,

tion B and the initial backoff window size of WiFi W) ie., ) ) VHDC ) N+l

in which y~* is the root of
. Y sy.DC /D
2v,DC 4DC —— A = —— A WIFiAWiT - 7
x| = n?lbaf(ﬁ /l(mt s (B4.) y+1 max n+1 ‘max, WiFi+WiFi (B )
w W),

and the optimal B and W) are given in (14) and (15),
respectively. Therefore we have

23GPP,DC _ ay.DC
/lmax - m}flx /lmax (BS)
Y  sy.DC /I
5.t > —— A pax WiFi+ Wik - B6)

y+ 1M =

max

. 47,DC 57,DC .
It is found that both &/1}/ and A712" are monotonic
14
functions in terms of y. We then find out the optimum by using
. . . . 2y,0C .
this property. In particular, as Figure B1 illustrates, %/léax is
14

monotonically increasing with the increment of ¥, so the con-

Substituting (13) and (29) into (B7), and we can obtain (33).

It can be observed from Figure B1 that /ﬁnﬁf is 2 monotonic
decreasing function of y. Since it is required that y > yP¢, th
maximum total throughput under 3GPP fairness /'Al;(;fpl)( can

: 5y 23GPP,DC . .
be achieved at y =y and A2,7x is written as

c

/"l"f’:CPP,DC Y b 1 N i (B 8)
i = — . <, Wii-+Wili«
max DC 77 1 'max, Wil'i+Wil1

As a result, (32) can be obtained by substituting (29) and (33)
into (B8). The optimal duty cycle fraction given in (34) is derived
by combining (33) and (14). The corresponding initial backoff
window size of WiFi given in (35) is the same as (15), since (15)
does not vary with the throughput ratio y. O
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